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AN ACCOUNT OF FACT FINDING COMMITTEE OF  

THE PROPOSED MAHUVA CEMENT PLANT 

 

Objection to the proposed Nirma Cement plant at Padhiyarka, ta. Mahuva in 

Bhavnagar district arose naturally, from the villagers having possibility of being 

affected by it. Hence this movement is self generated. Later the villagers asked 

for the help of local MLA Dr. Kanubhai Kalasaria, who took very long time to 

think on it, which can be understood, due to his position of being MLA of ruling 

party, his responsibilities towards government and his loyalty towards people 

who elected him. Finally he found the concerns of people reasonable and 

hence took their leadership. 

But the government entrapped in the mistaken policy of development didn’t 

like it. Objections were raised, many meetings were held and long discussions 

took place. Kanubhai was asked to convince people, but he refused as he 

himself was not convinced. After many meetings with CM and other ministers 

Kanubhai suggested the government to appoint a committee of experts, whose 

decision will be binding to the concerned parties, till then the work at Nirma 

Plant should be stopped. 

Government appointed the committee but its members are partial and loyal to 

the government. The Chairman of the committee is ex. Chief secretary and 

present advisor of CM, Mr. S. K. Shelat who has worked for the benefit of 

Industries, hence his inclination may be for the benefit of Nirma. Similarly 

another member is Mr. Meena of Gujarat Pollution Control Board, whose 

department has already given permission to establish Nirma plant, concluding 

that it doesn’t have possibility of creating Pollution. Hence it is not difficult to 

imagine what his opinion will be. Out of the other three members one is 

retired govt. officer and the other two are current govt. officers. One of them 

Mr. A.B. Prajapati was the collector there when the land was acquired for this 

plant. Another Mr. Gulati, in-charge commissioner of Industry, mines and 

minerals is appointed for his position as commissioner; his inclination towards 

govt. is also well-known. Mr. Gulati is continued as the convener, even after 

Mr. Vinay Vyasa the new Commissioner of Industries and mines and minerals 
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has taken charge, purpose of which is clear. The opinion of officers who 

implement the policies of government can be imagined. The committee has 

completed its work, the findings are pending. It will be clear weather our 

impression of committee is right or wrong after the committee put its findings 

and opinions. Though, we should accept that the government has stopped 

work at Nirma Plant during the tenure of the committee. 

Any committee formed should have representatives and experts from both 

concerned parties. Moreover our country has democratic system, where 

people’s opinion is most important. From this point of view the chairman of 

the committee should be representative of people and should be a non 

government person. It is desirable and correct to have majority of people’s 

representatives on the committee. 

Dr. Kanubhai wrote a letter to the government reflecting his opinion as stated 

above, regarding government appointed committee. He may have concerns 

about government not accepting his opinion, hence he suggested that the 

decision of the committee should be unanimous and not by majority votes. He 

has not received reply of the letter yet. 

To crush this movement a public meeting was held by the MLA of neighbouring 

taluka, which was a flop. Till now Gujarat Lok Samiti was a mute witness to this 

movement, but after finding it necessary it came forward to help it actively, 

which was welcomed whole heartedly by the volunteers of the movement. 

Moreover Lok Samiti formed a fact finding committee to investigate the effects 

of all aspects of the proposed plant on environment and on people’s life. 

The members of Committee are as follows. 

1. Shri Chunibhai Vaidya  Chairman, Popular Sarvodaya activist,

 President, Gujarat Lok Samiti 

2. Dr. Arunbhai Dave Phd. in chemistry, member of planetary

 and national geography, America,  Author

 of book on Agriculture and green house

 effect, editor of Vigyan Darshan magazine,

 columnist of Kodiyu of Navneet Samarpan. 
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3. Shri Veljibhai Desai Mech. Engr. Developer of Nano

 Technology tools and  instruments, which

 are spread in around 70 countries,

 internationally renowned worker. 

4. Dr. Ilaben Pathak Retd. Head of department of English, H.K

  Arts College, Sec. of AWAG Prominent 

  Woman activist. Associated with many 

  national and international organizations  

5. Prin. Ashwin Karia Retd. Principal, Law college, Palanpur,

 Associated with organizations of Gujarat. 

6. Shri Rajanibhai Dave Mech. Engr. Environmentalist, Editor of

 Bhoomi putra. 

7. Ms. Pankti Jog Expert on problems of coastal region,

 has walked hundreds of km to create

 awareness and met Mrs. Sonia Gandhi to

 present their problems, a co-worker of

 Janapath. 

8. Shri Virjibhai Jasani Office bearer of Bhartiya Kisan Sangh and

 a prominent farmer 

9. Shri Bavchandbhai Dhameliy Leader of Gujarat Khedut Samaj.

 Engineer. Prominent Farmer. 

Activity of the committee: 

To understand the problem in detail the committee took extensive tour of 

following villages and had detailed dialogue with the residents of these villages 

on 15
th

 and 16
th

 July 2009. 

On 15-07-09  Dodia, Padhiyarka and Mahuva 

On 16-07-09  Visited Nikol Bandharo and proposed site of the plant. Had   

dialogue with villagers of Dudheri village and had detailed discussions with the 

leader of the movement Dr. Kanubhai Kalsaria. 
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Details of the above visits: 

On 15-7-09 at 3.00 hrs. Committee members visited Dodiya village, where they 

met around 300 people assembled at the house of Shri  Oghadbhai Khimabhai. 

Members heard the representation by Shardulbhai, Chaturbhai, Chhaganbhai, 

Nanubhai Bhalia, Danabhai Mashribhai, Oghadbhai and Jayaben of Dodiya 

village. 

After Dodiya the members reached at Padhiyarka village where they talked to 

Khimjibhai, Jivabhai, Rajibhai Jivabhai. Here around 150 to 200 villagers were 

assembled. 

Thereafter at 7-00 o’clock in the evening, there was a discussion with 

prominent persons of Mahuva at Sadbhavna Hospital, Vadli. Shri Pravinbhai 

Kathiria (Director Market Yard) Pithabhai, Madhubhai, Manubhai Valabhai 

Kataria of Bhadrod, Shri Jadavbhai (President Ginning mill association), Dr. 

Vamanbhai Joshi, Shri Dhirubhai Kalasaria, Khodabhai Kalasaria, Yogeshbhai, 

and Ishwarbhai Trivedi, presented their views there. 

On 16-3-09 at 8.30 in the morning committee members visited Nikol bandharo 

and also visited Dudheri village 12 km away. More than 1500 people were 

present in this meeting in spite of heavy rains. Committee heard people’s 

presentation here for around two hours, where Somabhai Ranchhodbhai, 

Kadviben, Ramabhai Bhatia, Rudiben (Dodiya) Dhaniben (Dudheri) Sukhabhai 

Shambhubhai (Dudheri) Jayaben (Dodiya), Pombhai Makwana (Gujarda) 

Devabhai Dudhabhai (Padhiyarka) Arjanbhai (Dodiya) presented their views. 

In these two days committee members had dialogue with more than 2000 

villagers and affected people, visited the site and after consultation with Shri 

Kanubhai and discussion between members, committee reached following 

conclusion unanimously. 

Conclusion 

Land: 
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As per Dr. Kanubhai 200 hectares of land of the lake (water body) is allotted to 

the industry and further process for acquiring 4500 hectares farming land is on. 

In this region government has built small check dams (Bandhara) at the cost of 

Rs. 60 crores to prevent salinity of sea entering the land and to improve the 

fertility of land. These small dams prevent the water of a river and a number of 

streams flowing into the sea, thus preventing the salinity of sea entering the 

land. Other benefit of these bandharas is that the collected water can be used 

for irrigation and water levels have also risen. A cabinet minister has termed it 

as mini Kalpsar. 

According to the villagers, these dams have prevented the salinity of land, 

further under-ground water levels have increased, and farm production and its 

quality has improved due to irrigation from this water. 

The population of Dodiya is about 5000, where after 9 years of building the 

dam, 100% farming takes place, which was only 10% previously. As per the 

villagers the water levels in wells and under-ground has increased and salinity 

of drinking water is reduced. They can now have crops round the year, 

previously they were able to have only single crop annually. Now the yield is 20 

quintal millet and 10 quintal groundnut per acre. Production of cotton, 

groundnut, coconut, guava, brinjal, onions etc. has increased considerably. 

Vegetables from Dodiya are sent to Una, Rajkot, Mahuva, Rajula, Amreli, 

Ahmedabad and Surat. Guar, Gunda and Onion of Dodiya are chosen by many. 

48 dehydration plants for onion have created many jobs and the processed 

onion which is exported earns foreign exchange for country. Many more such 

plants are coming up here.  

This land consists of lime stones, which is proposed to be mined by the cement 

plant, resulting in destruction of above farm products and dehydration 

industry. Is it fair to destroy these self reliant small scale industries for the 

benefit of a large industrial house? Further these lime stones act like aquifers 

which prevent the salinity of sea to enter and preserve non-saline water. Due 

to mining of this lime stone, the salinity will enter unrestricted into the land. As 

per satellite photographs the salinity is entering at the rate of half Km/year, 

which may increase up to one km/year. If this salinity enters up to 25 or 30 
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kms the green fertile land will become desolate and barren salty strip of land. 

Villagers will be compelled to migrate. As mentioned earlier the condition here 

was not good, agriculture was only 10% but after building of small dams 

(Bandharas) the situation has improved and 100% agriculture is possible. As at 

last when villagers’ life has improved and they are looking forward to good 

days, this industry centric policy of development is going to destroy everything. 

Pollution from cement industry is terrible, when it was decided to put controls 

on cement industries in America to reduce pollution, they bluntly refused as it 

is not possible even if they desire. If this is the condition, the cement plant is 

going to ruin this fertile land here thus forcing people to migrate and 60 crores 

rupees spent on building small dams will go waste in following the  

government’s wish to help industrialists. 

Environment: 

When we think about the degeneration likely to be caused by this cement 

plant, it seems that it is a process of slowly poisoning the people. As 

mentioned above, the cement industry itself has no system to control this 

pollution and is helpless. Let’s see the extent of this pollution. 

About 3.50 kg. carbon dioxide is released for preparing one ton of cement. The 

capacity of cement plants nowadays is around 10 lack tonnes cement per year. 

So, about 350000 (Three lack fifty thousand) tonnes of poisonous gases along 

with mercury, gas, dust will be released into the atmosphere, which will poison 

the lives of people living in the surrounding areas. 

Employment: 

According to Nirma’s own website, only 418 persons are required to run this 

plant, as it is going to be fully automatic, so only 418 people will be employed. 

Production of cement is not a mystery that it cannot be prepared without huge 

machines or industries. Cement is a combination of some chemicals, Tri 

calcium silicate being the chief one. Any person can prepare cement by adding 

15% soil to lime powder and heating it to 1499 C by mixing with coal. In this 

process 1400 kg lime powder, 200 kg soil and 150 kg. coal is required to 
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prepare one ton of cement. This type of cement is better in quality as accepted 

by cement experts W.H.Duda & B. Kohihas in their books. In China, 60% of the 

total production of cement is done on small scale. 

In our country few industrialists who are hand in glove with government have 

taken all the land having lime stone on lease, to establish large cement plants. 

In only 125 giant plants 18 crore tones of cement is produced, so that small 

cement plants cannot develop and these few people can go on exploiting and 

making millions. 

If the government has concern for common people it should implement the 

Industrial model suggested by Shri Morarji Desai, according to which, there 

should be ban on producing things on large scale, which can be produced at 

small scale level. Cement can be produced on small scale, there are already 

300 small cement plants in India, hence there should be ban on large cement 

plants. Our father of the nation, Gandhiji was against large scale industries. 

Our experience says that if in Saurashtra, small cement plants are established 

in villages, the cost of cement will be halved. This cement can be used to 

construct check dams, wells, small lakes, which will result in the development 

of villages. The cement produced in these huge plants is used only in urban 

areas for building bridges, developing buildings etc. This plan to exploit villages 

must be opposed by the villagers for their survival. 

Let’s have a look at the land which is possibly going to be destroyed by the 

cement plant. 

Nikol helps 5000 hectares, Malan helps 4000 hectares, Samdhiyala helps 100 

hectares and Kalsar helps 200 hectares, totally 9600 to 10,000 hectares are 

helped. Moreover, cattle  rearing is also a big business. 

According to the calculation put by a farmer one bigha land provides lively 

hood to a family of five, going by this the total 28000 bigha land going to 

cement plant is capable of providing livelihood to 1 lakh 40 thousand persons 

for thousands of years, generation after generation. In comparison for how 

many years thls polluting industry is going to provide livelihood and to how 

many people? What about the future generations? They may not see the land. 
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Now let us see what the traders of Mahuva dependent on farm products have 

to say. As per them after the improvement in production, as a result of small 

dams the income of cess has increased two and half times. 

Figures obtained from marketing yard. 

Sr. Year  Market fee (Rs. Lakhs) 

1 2005-06 96.20 

2 2006-07 147.78 

3 2007-08 127.69 

4 2008-09 221.22 

If cement plant is established farming income will be lost. Though some 

hoteliers, transporters and shop owners may earn but for how much time? 

This will not last forever but the farming and cattle rearing business is 

sustainable for ages. 

Health and Education: 

Due to mining of lime stones, salinity will enter rapidly, making potable water 

salty and will affect the lives of the people of this area. According to Jayaben of 

Dodiya village, there is Narmada Cement factory in Babarkot village, 15 km 

from here, the dust from that factory falls on farms, affecting their production 

and quality. This dust enters in food and drinking water as a result, respiratory, 

diseases, kidney stones, and diseases of intestines have increased. The 

expenses borne by the government and the society because of polluting 

industries are far more than the profits earned by centralized industry. Nobody 

considers these social expenses. Also no one estimates the effect on the 

education of the children who have to migrate or those who cannot migrate 

and may suffer from malnutrition and pollution related diseases. 

Social Justice: 
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To help one cement plant and handful of its owners to accumulate wealth will 

create a huge gap between these few owners and common people, which may 

force these common people in the line of have-nots and the have-nots will be 

forced to live in slums. What kind of justice is it? It is a conspiracy by the 

government, Industrialists and system to quote one intellectual, it is USA’s 

conspiracy to eliminate 350 crore humans from the globe, weather it is true or 

not, this in fact is a conspiracy. 

 For example, a public hearing was held by the government regarding this 

Nirma Project on 9-9-09, which was advertised in Indian express and Ajkal. 

None of these newspapers is available in or around the project site. Villagers 

were not informed in any way. In spite of threats on previous night of public 

hearing, women and other people went to the public hearing to oppose the 

decision to allow the Cement factory. The collector and other officials were 

present there and did not allow the villagers to speak. One Kadviben was 

manhandled and was pressurized to sit down when she tried to speak. The 

oppression of people’s voice and drama of public hearing was for cheating 

society. 

Many homeless families of this area have asked for land to build their houses. 

The government which does not have a plot of land for a homeless family to 

build its house allots 28000 bigha land to an Industrialist. Is it justice? 

The Other point of view: 

The committee tried to meet the government and officers of Nirma company 

to understand their point of view. The collector asked to contact concerned 

departments as this matter was not in his purview. Officer of Mahuva Taluka 

gave appointment for meeting on 16-7-2009 at 12.30 pm but when committee 

members Shri Rajnibhai Dave, Ashwinbhai Karia, Panktiben Jog, Bavchandbhai 

Dhameliya  and Shri Anirudhdhsinh Jadeja went to see him, he was not present 

in his office. Hence committee members met the Mamlatdar casually and 

returned. Similarly, letter for appointment was faxed to revenue secretary but 

five days later there was no response. Efforts were made to meet the 

Secreatires of Environment, Social Justice, Agriculture, Coastal area etc. but in 
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vain. The reason given was that Vidhan Sabha session was on. Hence the 

committee was not able to hear their point of view. 

Conclusion of the findings by the committee: 

In committee’s point of view - 

1. The policy of government is against those people from whom votes are  

collected in the name of democracy. 

2. Politicians, bureaucrats and wealthy industrialists have united against 

common people 

3. Public hearings are enacted to fool people, where they are not asked 

their opinion or are not informed about the facts. People’s issues are 

neglected. Our opinion is that if the government really cares for people’s 

opinion, let it take the referendum in the concerned areas. 

4. 60% of the population of the country is dependent on agriculture and 

cattle rearing for living, they are neglected by the government and big 

industrial houses that can fill its coffers are given more importance.  

5. The committee feels that taking into account the fertility of land, the 

qualitative improvement in agriculture due to small dams, the 

employment for thousands at local level and the feelings of the people, 

the government should cancel the permission given to Nirma Cement 

Plant immediately. 

6. The meaning of development should be defined. Co-existence with 

nature, restraint, and simple but prosperous life or unrestricted 

materialistic life? Time has come to think about it. 

7. The mining of the lime stones will not only destroy these ten or fifteen 

villages but will affect a large area making it saline and barren. The 

government should look into stopping mining in entire coastal area. 

8. New methods for development and living should be thought of and 

changes made accordingly. 

9. Honest estimation of effects of these industries on environment and 

societies’ health should be done. 

We thank all those who co-operated in the work of this committee. 
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Shri Chunibhai Vaidya Shri Arunbhai Dave 

Shri Veljibhai Desai Dr. Ilaben Pathak 

Prin. Ashwin Karia Shri Rajanibhai Dave 

Mis. Pankti Jog Shri Virjibhai Jasani 

Shri Bavchandbhai Dhameliya 


