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Thirty-one families launch court challenge against Kobe coal plants 
 
(Kobe, Japan, September 14, 2018) Thirty-one families, with members aged from 2 to 80 years, 
are today filing a lawsuit seeking an injunction to prevent the construction and operation of Units 3 
and 4 at a coal-fired power plant on a Kobe Steel site in a densely-populated area in the southern 
part of the city.  
 
The suit will be filed at Kobe District Court by the Citizens’ Committee on the Kobe Coal-Fired 
Power Plant, naming Kobe Steel Ltd., Kobelco Power Kobe No. 2 Inc., and Kansai Electric Power 
Co., Inc. 
 
Naoki Ikeda, the lead lawyer for plaintiffs, said, "This case comes from Kobe citizens who are 
deeply concerned about the impacts of local air pollution and long lasting climate change. It is the 
first family lawsuit in Japan representing the next generation's voice to protect their environment 
and livelihoods and should send a strong signal to all coal power developers that the Japanese people 
want to embrace the global trend of decarbonization.” 

Plaintiff Yutaka Hirooka said, "I’ve lived in southern part of Kobe for 51 years and my two children 
have suffered from asthma. Over the past 40 years local authorities and businesses have made efforts 
to improve the heavily polluted local environment, but air quality standards haven’t yet been 
achieved and we are still on the way to improve them.” 
 
“It is not acceptable to build another major source of air pollution near our homes. We’re standing 
together to tell Kobe Steel and Kansai Electric. to stop the construction and operation of massive 
coal-fired power plants. For our kids and grandchildren, we have to protect the local environment 
and stop global climate change”. 
 
The two large new units would have a total output of 1,300 megawatts. If built, they will emit large 
amounts of air pollutants, including SOx, NOx, soot and dust, and their emissions threaten to 
negatively affect the health of the plaintiffs and other citizens as they spread out over large areas.  
 
Together they would emit 0.6% of the nation’s CO2 emissions from energy, or 6.92 million tons of 
CO2 each year, equivalent to the CO2 emissions of 1.5 million Japanese households (Kobe has 
700,000), accelerate global warming and intensify climate change. 
 
This legal action launched in Kobe is not an issue for Kobe alone. Temperature records were broken 
all over Japan in 2018 and the country is experiencing more extreme weather, including torrential 
rains and floods. CO2 emissions from coal power are one of the major drivers of climate change. 
Worldwide there are calls to reduce the dependency on coal-fired power plants, but Japan is going 
in the opposite direction.  
 
The lawsuit is an important step to protect future generations’ rights to clean air, a healthy and clean 
environment, and a stable climate.  
 
For more information about the litigation, please visit our website. 

URL：https://kobesekitan.jimdo.com/kobe-coal-lawsuit-eng/ 

Contact:  
Citizens’ Committee on the Kobe Coal-Fired Power Plant  

Tel: +81- 80-2349-0490 (only Japanese) 
E-Mail:kobesekitan@gmail.com 


