
Introduction: the banks of Brahmaputra and Dhansri has been historically inhabited by the 
numerous communities who have lived generationally with the shifting topography of the river 
Brahmaputra. The misings have been the oldest inhabitants of the region where the project is 
being implemented and have symbiotically lived with the shifting nature of the river 
Brahmaputra and the forest of kaziranga.  

The kaziranga subproject is directly and indirectly affecting hundreds of indigenous scheduled 
tribes (missing) and other communities (adivasis, ahoms, Koch, and scheduled tribes) residing 
in the flood plains of Brahmaputra and Dhansri river.  

To major concerns arising from the inappropriate implementation of the Kaziranga Sub Project 
would mean that historical questions of ownership of land and forest in this area would go 
unaddressed. 

the observed flaws in the implementation process are; 

1. The land acquisition process is questionable and many indigenous inhabitants have 
been left out of the list/notification that has come to title holders. 

2. The compensation value paid for land is much lower than similar projects carried under 
the govt. of India. 

3. The Zirat valuation has not been paid as per the agreed upon plan for resettlement and 
compensation of the Indigenous peoples. 

4. The survey has been done in a wrongful manner knowingly depriving the indigenous 
peoples of their historical rights. We demand compensation of land and property on 
both the side of the embankment. 

5. The excavation of Land for the land filling is been done by violating the environment 
and project norms agreed upon. The clause of bringing soil from 10 kms away from 
either side of the embankment is violated as the project implementation is carried out 
by digging land within the vicinity of the embankment. In some places it is less than 
100 metres away from the project. 

6. There are revenue villages and common property resources falling on the outer side of 
the embankment, after the completion of the embankment these villages will come 
under direct impact of the floods thus the question of rehabilitation and resettlement/ 
protecting the safety and security of bamungaon, dhanshrimukh, sohola etc villages 
needs to be taken into consideration. 

Thus our demands are 

1. We immediately need a reappraisal of the survey for land and property loss which has 
been done in a faulty manner.  

2. To implement the exact terms of compensation agreed upon the ‘Resettlement and 
Indigenous Peoples Plan’. The compensation for their loss of property and livelihood 
should be complied upon. 

3.  The fear of losing rights over the land that falls on the side of the river of the 
embankment needs to be clarified as the indigenous peoples are dependent on the 
resources for their survival both economically and culturally. 

4. There are areas of indigenous territory that has been shown to be Kaziranga Territory 
which immediately needs to be revoked and we demand ADB takes cognizance of the 
flawed map which has been shown in the sketch. 



5. Redefine the territory of the kaziranga national park without encroaching into the 
revenue villages and village land. 

 

Thus we would look for an amicable resolution to the needs of the indigenous peoples who 
would be affected by the Kaziranga Sub-Project, duly funded by the ADB. 

Attached below are the different memorandums and notifications clarifying the 
contradictions. 

A. First memorandum submitted by the affected community to the sub divisional officer, 
bokakhat. 
Dated: 27/11/2017. (after the land acquisition notice came out on 4/11/2017). 
Copied to: Deputy Commissioner, Golaghat. FREMA and ADB. 
Prayers put:  
1. Request for social impact assessment report in vernacular language and conducting 

of public hearing explaining the same. 
2. Request for the revision of the land acquisition notification as it did not include 

most of the indigenous tribal peoples living in the land to be acquired. Also prayers 
for measures to be taken to allot the land holders their titles so that they wo8uld not 
be deprived of due compensation. 

3. Request of a copy of detailed project report. 

Response from the civil administration or any other agencies has been null and void. 

 

 



 

B. Memorandum No. 2. 
Submitted to the sub divisional officer and copied to concerned authorities. 
Result: No response from any of the concerned authorities. 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

C. Memorandum No. 3. Dated: 16/11/2018. 
Submitted to the circle officer of Bokakhat revenue. 
Prayers:  
a).  to compete the land title procedures and recognition of the families residing for 
generations in the land allocated to ADB. 
b). the disclosure of rehabilitation and compensation survey and allocation. 
c). conducting of public hearing before the commencement of the project. 

Reply: there has been no response or compliance to any of the demands. 

 
 

 

 



 
 

D. Memorandum No. 4.  Date: 19/12/2018 
To the Deputy Commissioner. 
Prayers: 
1. Land Acquisition process and rules followed. 
2. Copy of the land compensation value and the process followed for determining the 

land rates. 
3. Copy of the rehabilitation and compensation plan, SIA report, EIA report in 

vernacular local language. 

Reply: no response of any form was given to the queries and requests. 

 

 



 
 

 
 

 



E. Memorandum No. 5. 
Dated:19/1/2019. 

 

 



 
 
The above pasted documents are the memorandums provided to the concerned authorities and 
many other times the affected communities have gone to put forth their concerns in front of 
them. However, none of the prayers have been complied upon by the authorities which is a 
serious breach of trust and duty towards the indigenous tribal peoples of the region. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Section 2:  
The land valuation for the project acquired land is way below the compensation offered by the 
national highway authority of India on similar and even degraded agricultural land just a few 
kilometres away from the kaziranga sub project site. 
Thus we demand that the land value should be immediately revised and the affected families 
should be provided compensation keeping in acceptance the world heritage site Kaziranga.  

 



 

 

 

 

 



Section 3. The contention with Zirat Evaluation. 

a). the zirat evaluation is from a government circular of 2011 and thus we the affected 
community do not agree to the outdated values provided to the loss of property and trees and 
crops and perennial crops. 

 

 

 



 



 



 

 

 

 



b). The Zirat Paid to the affected families is not in coherence with the valuation to be provided 
as per the resettlement and indigenous peoples plan. 

 



 

 

 



 



 

As is evident from the above documents: 

The Zirat value as mentioned in the resettlement and indigenous peoples plan has not been paid 
to the affected communities.  

E.g., mango tree compensation paid is 1500rs. But as per the entitlement matrix the valuation 
should be net production per annum multiplied with the number of productive years left. 

Similarly, for land and household loss the entitlement matrix takes into account every 
indigenous families affected by loss of household and livelihood and since the families residing 
in the region is solely dependent on land that is being acquired for the embankment project. 

 

 

 



Section 3: Map showing the contention. 

1. The boundary of the forest is not as per the map shown this has eroded the rights of the 
indigenous communities in their own territory. 

2. The villages bamungaon and dhanshrimukh falling under the outer reach of the 
embankment would be gravely affected by the project as this would put them on the 
direct flow of the flood waters since all the entry of water to the wider region would be 
blocked by the sluice gates built. There are high chances of these villages being washed 
away in a single flood. This is a serious concern risking the lives of more than hundred 
families residing on the outer side of the embankment. Thus we claim that the 
embankment has been built without taking into cognizance the expertise or the actual 
need of the local communities. 



 

 

Conclusion: thus we seek an amicable resolution to this living concerns of the peoples of 
kaziranga. 


