
 

 

Ahipara Komiti Takutaimoana  
c/o Catherine Murupaenga-Ikenn 
By email: catherinedavis@hotmail.co.nz  
 
8 February 2015 

Anaru Fraser 
Senior Advisor Iwi Relationships 
New Zealand Petroleum & Minerals 
By email:  BlockOffer2015@mbie.govt.nz  
Cc email: Anaru.Fraser@mbie.govt.nz  

RE: SUBMISSIONS – 2015 BLOCK OFFER 

“He panehe toki, ka tu te tangitangi kai” 

(A little stone adze will fell large trees) 

SUBMITTER DETAILS 

1. This submission is made to New Zealand Petroleum and Minerals 
(“NZPM”) on behalf of the Ahipara Komiti Takutaimoana (“the Komiti”).i  
The Komiti is the local marae and hapū-mandated group of Tangata 
Kaitiaki for our coastal area of interest from Hukatere, south to Ahipara 
and ending at Titahi (just north Herekino Harbour).  Our Kaitiaki mandate 
also includes the adjacent moana Karirikura, meaning that we hold 
manawhenua and manamoana over these entire dry and wet land areas 
which the Te Reinga Block Offer area overlaps.  

1.1. Our affected hau kainga of Ahipara belong to the iwi of Te Rarawa, the 
population of which is estimated to be approximately 30,000. Collectively, 
the rohe moana of direct interest to Te Rarawa (“the adjacent rohe 
moana”) is that adjacent to Te Rarawa’s territory stretching from 

Hukatere in the north to 
the centre of the Hokianga 
Harbor at a place known as 
Te Pokapu (ref image 
opposite). We will refer in 
this submission to that Te 
Rarawa rohe moana of 
direct interest as “the 
affected area”. 
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SUBMISSIONS - CALL FOR REMOVAL OF SITES 

2. We call upon the 
New Zealand 
Government to 
rescind/remove the 
entire Block Offer area.  

2.1. Should our 
Government find this 
unacceptable, we 
alternatively call upon 
our Government to 
exclude the affected 
area stretching out to 
the Government’s 
purported Exclusive 
Economic Zone (see map 
opposite).ii 

 
SUBMISSIONS - CALL FOR COMPLIANCE WITH STATE OBLIGATIONS 

3. Irrespective of its Block Offer decision regarding para 2. above, we 
call upon our Government to: 

a. Honour the Crown guarantees made to Te Rarawa under Te 
Tiriti; and   

b. Comply with its international obligations under such 
instruments as the United Nations (“UN”) Declaration on the 
Rights of Indigenous Peoples 2007 (“the Declaration”, 
endorsed by the Government in 2010), particularly Articles 19, 
25, 26, 32 and 37 (see reproduced Articles, Attachment One). 

3.1. More particularly, we seek a more meaningful dialogue with the 
Crown regarding implementation of its obligations to Māori 
concerning the protection of our moana and associated taonga. 

SUBMISSIONS – RATIONALE FOR REQUEST FOR SITE REMOVAL 

4. In addition to: 

a. Crown protections guaranteed under Te Tiriti; 

b. The Komiti “Position Statement – Deep Sea Oil Drilling” (30 



 

 

November 2014, Attachment Two);  

c. Section 4 of the Crown Minerals Act 1991 which requires all persons 
exercising functions and powers under the Act to have regard to the 
principles of the Treaty of Waitangi (including in particular, in our 
view, the principles of partnership, mutual benefit and active 
protection);  

d. The UN Declaration; and 

e. The Outcome Document, UN High Level Plenary to be known as the 
World Conference on Indigenous Peoples 2014, particularly operative 
paragraphs 20 and 23-25 (see reproduced operative paragraphs, 
Attachment Three):- 

our reasons are as follows: 

Importance of the Block Offer Area 

4.1. The importance of the Block Offer area can only be understood and 
appreciated in full by acknowledging also the importance of the adjacent 
lands over which our local hapū hold manawhenua, and the intimate and 
interconnected ecological and cultural connection between both these 
wet and dry land areas. The importance of this total affected area is 
already recorded in such documents as:  

a. The WAI 22 Muriwhenua Fishing Claim Report 1988; 

b. The WAI 45 Muriwhenua Land Report 1997; 

c. Te Rarawa Draft Historical Overview Report 2004;  

d. Te Rarawa Deed of Settlement 2012;  

e. Various Te Rarawa affidavits (including for the WAI 262 claim);  

f. Any materials intended for use in our Coastal Marine Areas (Takutai 
Moana) Act 2011 negotiations. 

4.2. To fully convey the totality of the significance of the affected area to Te 
Rarawa would require a more dynamic engagement process, including 
more time and space than this submission process allows.  Rather than 
make an attempt which would undoubtedly not do the matter justice, I 
provide here only highlights of the importance of the affected area.  We 
therefore invite and encourage NZPM to review all materials referenced 
in this submission to enhance its understanding and appreciation of that 
significance. 

Spiritual Pathway 



 

 

4.3. As NZPM ought to be aware, Te Ara Wairua (Te Oneroa-a-Tōhē) and Te 
Rerenga Wairua are both widely known for their high social and cultural 
significance not just to the local iwi, but to all Māori nationally as the 
spiritual pathway and departing place of the spirits respectively.  Te Ara 
Wairua extends north across the ocean from Te Rerenga Wairua out to 
Manawatawhi (Three Kings Islands) and off to ‘Hawaiiki’, the final resting 
place of the spirits. 

Historical and Culturally-significant Traditional Navigating Waka Trails  

4.4. The Block Offer area holds great historical and cultural importance to Te 
Rarawa and all Māori.  It forms part of that vast ocean expanse over 

which our esteemed 
master navigator, Kupe, 
and others journeyed in 
their explorations and 
adventures throughout 
the Pacific.  Today, the 
likes of master navigator 
Hekenukumai Puhipi (no 
Te Rarawa, Ngāti Kahu) 
and others work so very 
hard to ensure this history 
and culture lives.iii  

  



 

 

Environmental Importance 

4.5. The efforts of the Pacific navigating waka fraternity are also linked to 
international campaigns to protect our oceans which are under multiple 
threats right now due to the Fukushima radiation disaster in the northern 
hemisphere, climate change and over-fishing (to name but a few).  Most 
recently in November 2014, these waka were among 5,000 (including 
Delegates from 168 different countries, including 30 international 
environment ministers and five heads of state) who participated in the 
International Union for Conservation World Parks Congress, Sydney.iv  The 
message is clear: we must do all we can to save our oceans, and oil 
exploration and drilling is the anthithesis to that imperative. 

4.6. The above-mentioned factors make the affected area not only 
domestically distinctive, but unique in the entire world. Therefore, the 
granting of any permit over the proposed area that brings harm would not 
only violate our Māori and indigenous rights to protect all that we value, 
but also impede the prospect of redress for Te Tiriti grievances for Crown 
actions and omissionsv (not that any redress could truly compensate for 
the loss and prejudice suffered).    

Te Rarawa Deed of Settlement 

4.7. Clause 3.27 of the Te Rarawa Deed of Settlement 2012 states: 

“PETROLEUM/ MINERALS - The Crown acknowledges that Te Rarawa 
was not consulted when the Crown extended its control of natural 
resources to include minerals and are aggrieved at the Crown’s 
assumption of control, to which they have never agreed.” 

4.8. Therefore, in the petroleum context, Te Rarawa maintains our pre-
existing responsibilities and rights, affirmed by Te Tiriti, to exercise our 
customary authority over our lands, territories and associated resources. 

SUBMISSIONS – RATIONALE FOR REQUEST FOR SITE REMOVAL - IMPACT OF 
PETROLEUM-RELATED ACTIVITY 

Climate Change  

“We must limit global temperature rise to below 2 degrees Celsius if we are to 

avoid the worst effects of climate change. Carbon dioxide is the largest 

contributor to human-induced climate change. Fossil fuels usage and 

deforestation are its two main sources. …The longer we wait to take action 

towards sustainable production and consumption, the more it will cost to solve 

the problem and the greater the technological challenges will be.” 



 

 

- United Nations Secretary-General 
on the post-2015 sustainable development agenda.vi 

“The more that we can develop technologies that tap alternative sources of 

energy, but also contain the environmental damage of fossil fuels, the better off 

we’re going to be.” 

- Barak Obama, United States President.vii 

"A great revolution is waiting for us. …The [financial] crisis doesn't only make 

us free to imagine other models, another future, another world. It obliges us to 

do so." 
- Former French President Nicolas Sarkozy. viii 

“At stake now, [scientists and climate-policy experts] say, is the difference 

between a newly unpleasant world and an uninhabitable one.” 

New York Times.ix 

5. In a presentation on the extractive industry to the National Iwi Chairs 
Forum (November 2013), iwi chairs were cautioned about a number of 
matters, including: 

a. The compounding negative climate change and environmental 
effects of fossil fuels: “as fossil fuels are used, they release their 
carbon back into the atmosphere as a form of Green House Gas 
(GHG), and atmospheric concentrations of GHGs are a key driver of 
the warming of the climate system.” 

b. The significant severe weather event, health, socio-economic and 
other risks of climate change to human populations, including Māori; 

c. The need to reconcile a range of tikanga Māori values and 
indigenous human rights standards against the need for extractive 
activity; and 

d. Economic considerations. 

5.1. However, since 2013 the world’s climate change situation has become 
increasingly more desperate.  This calls upon Government to recognise 
the need for, and commit to, a radically new response to protect the 
future of our people. 

5.2. NZPM is no doubt familiar with the UN Intergovernmental Panel on 
Climate Change (“IPCC”).  The IPCC is the global body of scientists that 
produces regular reports on the state of climate science, and is basically 
the consensus authority on climate change.x It’s latest Synthesis Report 
2014 statesxi:  

http://www.un.org/wcm/content/site/climatechange/pages/gateway/the-science/causes-of-climate-change
http://www.un.org/wcm/content/site/climatechange/pages/gateway/the-science/causes-of-climate-change


 

 

“Continued emission of greenhouse gases will cause further 
warming and long-lasting changes in all components of the 
climate system, increasing the likelihood of severe, pervasive and 
irreversible impacts for people and ecosystems. ... Many aspects of 
climate change and associated impacts will continue for centuries, 
even if anthropogenic emissions of greenhouse gases are stopped. 
The risks of abrupt or irreversible changes increase as the 
magnitude of the warming increases.” [Emphasis added].  

5.3. As with previous ones, the IPCC’s 2014 report reiterates the need to limit 
global warming temperatures to 2o Celsius in order to avoid the worst 
effects of climate change.  For example, for about every 2°C of warming 
(and depending on which part of the world you live in), we can expect to 
seexii: 

a. 5—15% reductions in the yields of crops as currently grown; 
b. 3—10% increases in the amount of rain falling during the heaviest 

precipitation events, which can increase flooding risks; 
c. 5—10% decreases in stream flow in some river basins; and 
d. 200%—400% increases in the area burned by wildfire. 

5.4. The implication in the IPCC report is that limiting global warming to 2o is 
doable.  However, at the 2014 COP20 Climate Change Conference Lima, 
Peru, scientists and climate-policy experts warned that it now may 
already too late to prevent the temperature of the planet’s atmosphere 
from rising to “the tipping point at which the world will be locked into a 
near-term future of drought, food and water shortages, melting ice 
sheets, shrinking glaciers, rising sea levels and widespread flooding — 
events that could harm the world’s population and economy.”xiii  They 
describe the situation as “Runaway”: abrupt irreversible rapid global 
warming on a catastrophic scale.xiv   

5.5. As a key update omitted from the IPCC report, experts at the Lima 
Conference who have been studying the phenomena raised the alarm 
about the “Arctic Methane Emergency”.  This refers to the rapid, 
“extremely dangerous” melting of what was (in pre-industrial 
atmospheric pollution times) 2.5 million square miles of Arctic sea ice that 
acts in the summer as a cooling influence to the Arctic region, northern 
hemisphere and to some extent the whole global climate:xv 

“The Arctic summer ice albedo loss feedback (i.e., open sea 
absorbs more heat than ice, which reflects much of it) passed its 
tipping point in 2007 – many decades earlier than models 
projected, and scientists now agree the Arctic will be ice free 



 

 

during the summer by 2030. However, that is not to say it couldn't 
happen very much earlier. 

Models of sea ice volume indicate a seasonally ice-free Arctic likely 
by 2015, and possibly as soon as the summer of 2013.” [Emphasis 
added]. 

5.6. However, to compound problems, the Arctic melting is set to release 
methane into the atmosphere which currently lies frozen on the sea floor 
of the Arctic continental shelf – methane being “a greenhouse gas that is 
over 70 times more potent than carbon dioxide for 20 years after 
emission”:xvi 

“If methane release from Arctic sea floor hydrates happens on a 
large scale — and this year's reports suggest that it will — then 
this situation can start an uncontrollable sequence of events that 
would make world agriculture and civilization unsustainable. It is a 
responsible alarm, not alarmist, to say that it is a real threat to the 
survival of humanity and most life on Earth.” [Emphasis added].xvii 

5.7. The Arctic Methane Emergency requires urgent, rapid mobilisation and 
collaboration on a national and international scale never before seen.  
This backdrop simply emphasizes the absolute importance of everyone 
around the world – our Government included - doing what we can to 
mitigate “runaway” climate change, and that means urgently transitioning 
to renewable energy based production, and keeping as much fossil fuels 
in the ground where they belong. 

Harm to Marine Life 

Seismic Surveying 

5.8. The controversy with seismic surveying is the harm that it reportedly does 
to marine life, including marine mammal injury or death.xviii  The potential 
for such harm is admitted by our Department of Conservation (“DoC”) 
which administers a “Seismic Survey Code of Conduct”xix (“the Code”) as a 
precautionary measure against adverse impacts on marine mammals.xx 
However, while apparently one of the better examples around the world, 
the Code has none the less been widely acknowledged as deficient for the 
protection of our marine life,xxi with a review of the Code planned for 
2015.  

5.9. Through a series of questions to the ‘iwi’ observer on the Aquilla Explorer 
TGS-Nopec Seismic Surveying vessel) Facebook page facilityxxii,  and 



 

 

questions to DoC, I have observed the following regarding DoC’s seismic 
surveying marine mammal protection mechanismsxxiii: 

a. There is no reliable marine mammal necropsy mechanism because 
(aside from “the vast majority of animals which die at sea [that] will 
never be seen or reported”) NZ has a shortage of qualified and 
available experts who, even if they are providing a service, are a 
volunteer workforce only.  And, as a result little if any essential data 
is collected on the cause of death and injury (whether from seismic 
surveying or other).  

b. DoC administers a “seismic Code”xxiv as a “precautionary measure” in 
recognition of the potential that exists for marine mammals to injure 
themselves or die from the bends (swimming too fast to the surface 
to escape seismic surveying blasts). DoC knows that “Such injuries 
have been documented and linked to naval sonar in several cases”, 
but notes that “No scientific publication has documented marine 
mammals suffering acoustic damage due to seismic surveying”. This 
goes back to the (at best) paucity or (at worst) absence of data being 
collected and research being conducted on the cause of marine 
mammal injury or deaths. 

c. The circumstances outlined in a. and b. above enable our 
Government and certain companies to continue activities in our 
waters on the basis of no ‘decisive’ evidence of harm to marine life, 
despite the fact that no decisive evidence also means the possibility 
of harm: “it is impossible to say whether strandings increased when 
seismic surveying activity increased” because the monitoring data 
just doesn’t exist.  This presents a huge risk to our marine life which 
is already under severe pressure.  

d. In reply to my queries about the lack of media coverage of the recent 
Whatipu whale stranding, DOC also admits that it “generally chooses 
to respond to media coverage of marine mammal strandings in a 
reactive manner”. This means a lack of public transparency around 
the reality of our marine mammal situation. 

5.10. The DoC marine mammal protection mechanisms are clearly inadequate, 
therefore the Government should not grant any exploration permits 
unless or until these mechanisms are fit for purpose. 

Oil Spill 

5.11.  The oil spill risks of deep sea drilling are well-known, and we shouldn’t 
have to re-state them in any detail here.  Many are already very aware of 
the 1989 Exxon Valdez oil spill,xxv the 2010 BP Horizon gulf of Mexico 



 

 

ecological oil spill disaster,xxvi and the incalculable environmental, 
economic, social and cultural damage it created and continues to inflict. 
However, these are only two of innumerable “incidents” that have 
occurred from oil drilling, including deep sea projects. 

 

5.12. Public confidence in the New Zealand Government to competently 
handle a medium-sized oil spill disaster (let alone of one of the magnitude 
of the Gulf tragedy), also plummeted as a result of the obvious lack of 
preparedness, oil containment and ‘clean up’ capacity of responsible 
Government Agencies following the 2011 Rena shipwreck incident. We 
must keep in mind that deep water oil drilling is many times more 
complicated and risky than on-land mining (where, say, 29 men lost their 
lives in the Pike River mining disaster) or inshore oil drilling.  The NZ 
Listener reports that “the country’s capacity to deal with spills has not 
stepped up markedly... there are no plans to increase [Maritime New 
Zealand’s] capacity or to have dedicated vessels to deal with spills.”xxvii  
Furthermore, according to the Ministry of Business, Innovation and 
Employment, plugging a blowout  would take “six or seven days to fly in a 
capping stack, then three weeks to get a vessel that would be able to 
manoeuvre the cap into place.”xxviii 

5.13. Ngai Tahu Chairperson, Sir Mark Solomon also reiterates, “We do not 
have the environmental protection measures, nor do we have the capacity 
as a nation to deal with a major oil spill off our coastline. And until we’re 
assured that they do have those capacities, we will not support drilling off 
our coastline.”xxix  If New Zealand can’t even handle a relatively ‘minor’ 
incident, there’s no way we can protect ourselves from a deep sea drilling 
catastrophe.xxx 



 

 

CLOSING WORDS 

6. In summary, we believe the considerations outlined above constitute a 
compelling case to rescind the Block Offer in its entirety, and places the 
onus squarely on NZPM and our Government to justify a counter position of 
why any Block Offer should proceed. We are profoundly disturbed with our 
Government’s arrogant dismissal of previous iwi opposition to deep sea oil 
drilling.  We watch with interest NZPM’s and affected Ministers’ responses 
to New Zealand citizens’ growing and disturbing sense of disenfranchise-
ment over our Government’s pathological decision-making in this regard, as 
expressed most recently in calls for the City Councils of Christchurch,xxxi 
Aucklandxxxii and Wellingtonxxxiii to take a principled position against deep 
sea oil drilling.  Nā reira, “Ka tika ā muri, ka tika ā mua” (if the foundations 
are properly laid, the relationship will endure).xxxiv 

Naku noa, 

Chairperson, Ahipara Komiti Takutaimoana  
 
 

 
Jef Murupaenga-Ikenn 
Member, Ahipara Komiti Takutaimoana  
Offshore Captain, Te Mana o Te Moana (traditional Pacific waka voyage), 2011-
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Catherine Murupaenga-Ikenn 
Member, Ahipara Komiti Takutaimoana  
 United Nations of the Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights Indigenous 

Fellow, 2005 

 Member, National Iwi Chairs Forum UN Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples 

Monitoring Mechanism  
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Attachment One: United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous 
Peoples 2007 

Our call to exclude areas from the permit is supported by the following Articles 
of the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples (“the 
UN Declaration”) which the New Zealand Government endorsed in 2010: 

 Article 19: “States shall consult and cooperate in good faith with the 
indigenous peoples concerned through their own representative 
institutions in order to obtain their free, prior and informed consent 
before adopting and implementing legislative or administrative 
measures that may affect them.” 

 Article 25: “Indigenous peoples have the right to maintain and 
strengthen their distinctive spiritual relationship with their traditionally 
owned or otherwise occupied and used lands, territories, waters and 
coastal seas and other resources and to uphold their responsibilities to 
future generations in this regard.” 

 Article 26: 

“1. Indigenous peoples have the right to the lands, territories and 
resources which they have traditionally owned, occupied or otherwise 
used or acquired. 

2. Indigenous peoples have the right to own, use, develop and control 
the lands, territories and resources that they possess by reason of 
traditional ownership or other traditional occupation or use, as well as 
those which they have otherwise acquired.” 

 Article 32: 

“1. Indigenous peoples have the right to determine and develop priorities 
and strategies for the development or use of their lands or territories and 
other resources. 

2. States shall consult and cooperate in good faith with the indigenous 
peoples concerned through their own representative institutions in order to 
obtain their free and informed consent prior to the approval of any project 
affecting their lands or territories and other resources, particularly in 
connection with the development, utilization or exploitation of mineral, 
water or other resources. 

States shall provide effective mechanisms for just and fair redress for 
any such activities, and appropriate measures shall be taken to mitigate 
adverse environmental, economic, social, cultural or spiritual impact.” 



 

 

 Article 37: “1. Indigenous peoples have the right to the recognition, 
observance and enforcement of treaties, agreements and other 
constructive arrangements concluded with States or their successors 
and to have States honour and respect such treaties, agreements and 
other constructive arrangements.” 

  



 

 

Attachment Two: AHIPARA KOMITI TAKUTAIMOANA 

POSITION STATEMENT – DEEP SEA OIL DRILLING 
 

Date: 30 November 2014 

From:   The Ahipara Komiti Takutaimoana
1

 

To:        Affected Te Rarawa whānau, hapū and iwi, and to all others to whom it may concern. 
 

“Tangaroa te atua moana, Paraweta te kaitiaki o Tauroa, he tapu te rāhui, 

he tikanga tuku iho. Kaua e tukinotia ngā ture tikanga, kia tūpato kei whara hoki tōu ake 

whānau. Manaakitia te taiao.” 

WE, THE MEMBERS OF THE AHIPARA KOMITI TAKUTAIMOANA, DECLARE
2
: 

1. We find no compelling reason to support deep sea oil drilling; and 

2. We will maintain this position unless and until there are compelling reasons to change it.   

OUR REASONS FOR OUR POSITION ARE AS FOLLOWS: 

Environment 

3. Feeling profoundly alarmed at reports that we are now in our 6
th
 Mass Extinction of all 

biodiversity on earth,
3
 due to the combined crises associated with such phenonmena as climate 

change, radiation fallout,
4
 the consumeristic-driven and corrupt nature of neoliberal economic 

systems; and the survival demands of an ever-increasing human population on planet Earth; 

4. Being deeply disturbed with the ongoing and seemingly relentless pressures on “ngā tini a 

Tangaroa” (all marine life) due to harmful commercial operations such as overfishing, oil drilling 

and other resource exploitation activities; 

5. Observing with great concern that 400 marine areas on the planet Earth have already been 

declared “dead”
5
; 

6. Recognising that the imperative to protect all natural biodiversity is not only inherently linked to 

the realisation of social justice for all (including achievement of an equitable distribution of 

wealth), but more significantly is an imperative for our very own human survival; 

7. Standing in solidarity with our whānau of Te Moananui-ā-Kiwa (the Pacific Ocean) in 

acknowledging that protection of our marine life is a shared critical priority; 

Fossil Fuel Industry 

8. Believing that, given expert climate change predictions and advice, any further unnecessary 

release of carbon into our atmosphere is not only irresponsible, but will directly lead to 

unprecedented human suffering – therefore, fossil fuel exploration makes no sense; 

9. Understanding that fossil fuels is inevitably a sunset industry, and that renewable energy 

technology must be vigorously pursued as a key solution that can and will provide a better, more 

secure and fairer future for Aotearoa; 

10. Sensitive to the mistrustful reputation of most fossil fuel corporations to act in a pathological 

manner against the interests of the environment and human rights, in particular the ease with 

which corporations externalise (seemingly with impunity) the risks and costs of oil spills and 

other environmentally devastating incidents onto local affected communities and countries;  

                                                           
1
 For website page, please visit http://www.taiao.terarawa.iwi.nz/ahipara-komiti-takutaimoana.html.  

2
 This follows a decision taken at the Komiti’s 9 October 2014 meeting. 

3
 See “The Sixth Great Extinction Is Underway—and We’re to Blame” (Time Magazine, 25 July 2014) at 

http://time.com/3035872/sixth-great-extinction/; “Stanford biologist warns of early stages of Earth's 6th mass extinction 
event” (Stanford News, 24 July 2014) at 
 http://news.stanford.edu/news/2014/july/sixth-mass-extinction-072414.html.  
4
 This refers to the Fukushima incident .  See for example, interview with  theoretical physicistDr Michio Kaku at 

https://www.google.co.nz/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=video&cd=2&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CCEQtwIwAQ&url=htt
p%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2Fwatch%3Fv%3DvXDEEq_W2vo&ei=CnQ4VIDDKpTY8gX1v4HIDQ&usg=AFQjCNEwXUCD
ypgEyooPpBjzXg5S7LOFSg&sig2=zC3sMA0toz5laT9F1r8d_A&bvm=bv.77161500,d.dGc.  
5
 See http://www.circleofblue.org/waternews/2014/world/draft-world-stands-algae-dead-zones-ruin-water/.  

http://www.taiao.terarawa.iwi.nz/ahipara-komiti-takutaimoana.html
http://time.com/3035872/sixth-great-extinction/
http://news.stanford.edu/news/2014/july/sixth-mass-extinction-072414.html
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Theoretical_physicist
https://www.google.co.nz/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=video&cd=2&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CCEQtwIwAQ&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2Fwatch%3Fv%3DvXDEEq_W2vo&ei=CnQ4VIDDKpTY8gX1v4HIDQ&usg=AFQjCNEwXUCDypgEyooPpBjzXg5S7LOFSg&sig2=zC3sMA0toz5laT9F1r8d_A&bvm=bv.77161500,d.dGc
https://www.google.co.nz/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=video&cd=2&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CCEQtwIwAQ&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2Fwatch%3Fv%3DvXDEEq_W2vo&ei=CnQ4VIDDKpTY8gX1v4HIDQ&usg=AFQjCNEwXUCDypgEyooPpBjzXg5S7LOFSg&sig2=zC3sMA0toz5laT9F1r8d_A&bvm=bv.77161500,d.dGc
https://www.google.co.nz/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=video&cd=2&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CCEQtwIwAQ&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2Fwatch%3Fv%3DvXDEEq_W2vo&ei=CnQ4VIDDKpTY8gX1v4HIDQ&usg=AFQjCNEwXUCDypgEyooPpBjzXg5S7LOFSg&sig2=zC3sMA0toz5laT9F1r8d_A&bvm=bv.77161500,d.dGc
http://www.circleofblue.org/waternews/2014/world/draft-world-stands-algae-dead-zones-ruin-water/


 

 

11. Noting the absolute incapability of our Government to deal effectively with the oil spill associated 

with the relatively minor Rena ‘incident’, and seeing no evidence that our Government therefore 

has the necessary capacity to effectively deal with a major spill incident (which is a real deep sea 

oil drilling risk); 

12. Disputing the often corporate-promoted notion that where there is differing ‘expert opinion’ on 

the actual or potential harmful effects on marine life,
6
 all decisions should favour corporate 

interests; and instead declaring that when there is such differing opinion, a ‘precautionary 

approach’ that favours environmental and human rights protection should be the default start and 

end point; 

13. Seeing no evidence that equitable, meaningful benefits direct to our local communities will come 

from deep sea oil drilling - including employment opportunities; 

14. Being very aware of the Trans Pacific Partnership (which our Government is negotiating) which 

will only serve to increase oil companies’ influence over domestic law, regulations and policies 

thereby making it exponentially more difficult for our whānau, hapū, iwi to protect our taonga 

against pathological corporate agendas; 

Action 

15. Firmly believing that urgent transformative change must be led and demanded by the conscious, 

collaborative energies and actions of tangata whenua, citizens, non-governmental organisations, 

socially-minded business leaders and others in society (or, for lack of a better word, “People 

Power”);  

16. Noting that Te Rarawa is a WAI 262 Flora and Fauna iwi Claimant,
7
 and that the claim seeks 

Māori tino rangatiratanga (self-determination and control) and protection of our kaitiakitanga 

(guardianship) rights over our flora, fauna and other taonga; 

17. Noting also the clear hapū opposition voiced at the 2013 hui at Korou Kore marae, Ahipara; and 

the  September 2014 “Waiho Papa Moana!” hikoi; 

18. In harmony with Te Rūnanga o Te Rarawa’s opposition to deep sea oil drilling, and with its 

establishment in September 2014 of a Tiaki Moana Working Group with the purpose of 

“protecting Te Rarawa taonga”; 

19. Calling upon our own elected Government officials (who we remind are in service and 

accountable to We, The People) to create the constitutional, legal, regulatory, policy, 

implementation and enforcement action required to realise Te Tiriti o Waitangi Crown guarantees 

to hapū, and meet its indigenous human and environmental rights obligations and responsibilities 

(as contained in such standard-setting instruments as the United Nations Declaration on the Rights 

of Indigenous Peoples 2007
8
 and the United Nations World Conference on Indigenous Peoples 

Outcome Document 2014
9
); 

20. Reminding all other relevant decision-makers and influential actors to observe, respect and 

comply with their obligations and responsibilities to protect all marine life; and 

21. Reaffirming our solemn commitment to the kaupapa of the Ahipara Komiti Takutaimoana which 

includes: 

a. Protection and maintenance of wāhi tapu and other cultural/ heritage sites; 

b. Directing development in ways which are in keeping with the environment; and 

c. Providing for the needs of both present and future generations. 

_______________________________________________ 30 November 2014 

Patau Tepania 

Chairperson, Ahipara Komiti Takutaimoana 

  

                                                           
6
 Including with regard to seismic testing. 

7
 See http://wai262.weebly.com/.  

8
 Downloadable from http://www.un.org/esa/socdev/unpfii/documents/DRIPS_en.pdf.  

9
 Downloadable from http://daccess-dds-ny.un.org/doc/UNDOC/GEN/N14/534/91/PDF/N1453491.pdf?OpenElement. 

http://wai262.weebly.com/
http://www.un.org/esa/socdev/unpfii/documents/DRIPS_en.pdf
http://daccess-dds-ny.un.org/doc/UNDOC/GEN/N14/534/91/PDF/N1453491.pdf?OpenElement


 

 

Attachment Three: Relevant Operative Paragraphs, United Nations High Level 
Plenary to be known as the World Conference on Indigenous Peoples 2014 

 20. We [the Heads of State and Government, ministers and 
representatives of Member States] recognize commitments made by 
States, with regard to the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of 
Indigenous Peoples, to consult and cooperate in good faith with the 
indigenous peoples concerned through their own representative 
institutions in order to obtain their free and informed consent prior to 
the approval of any project affecting their lands or territories and other 
resources. 

 23. We intend to work with indigenous peoples to address the impact or 
potential impact on them of major development projects, including 
those involving the activities of extractive industries, including with the 
aim of managing risks appropriately. 

 24. We recall the responsibility of transnational corporations and other 
business enterprises to respect all applicable laws and international 
principles, including the United Nations Guiding Principles on Business 
and Human Rights: Implementing the United Nations “Protect, Respect 
and Remedy” Framework, and to operate transparently and in a socially 
and environmentally responsible manner. In this regard, we commit 
ourselves to taking further steps, as appropriate, to prevent abuses of 
the rights of indigenous peoples. 

 25. We commit ourselves to developing, in conjunction with the 
indigenous peoples concerned, and where appropriate, policies, 
programmes and resources to support indigenous peoples’ occupations, 
traditional subsistence activities, economies, livelihoods, food security 
and nutrition. 
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