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September 5,  2013. 
To the Executive Secretary
of the Convention on Biological Diversity,
Doctor Braulio F. de Souza Dias. 
Address: 413, Saint Jacques Street, suite 800 
Montreal QC H2Y 1N9 Canada 
Tel: :+1 514 288 2220, Fax: +1 514 288 6588
E-Mail: secretariat@cbd.int
Web: www.cbd.int

Dear Dr.Dias!

Convention on Biological Diversity plays an important role in the process of preservation and restoration of biological diversity on Earth. Parties of the Convention take efforts to collaboratively solve one of the global objectives facing the humankind. 
It is gratifying that the Convention states more and more persistently about the necessity of public involvement in the process of conservation and restoration of biological diversity. General public involvement becomes especially urgent after the analysis of the forth national reports of the Parties has shown that the objectives for the year of 2010 had not been met by any country of the world Global biodiversity outlook 3. The Secretariat of the Convention on Biological Diversity, Montreal, - 2010, p.7.. Among the main reasons are, in particular “limited awareness of biodiversity issues amongst the general public and decision makers; …fragmented decision making and limited communication between different ministries or sectors; and the absence of economic valuation of biodiversity” Same as above.. 
From the standpoint of the information stated above:
- considering the decision X/10 of the Conference of the Parties which assigned the Parties to submit their fifth national reports by March 31, 2014;
- considering that the decision X/10 of the Conference of the Parties encourages Parties to continue to involve all relevant stakeholders, including indigenous and local communities, in the process of national reporting, and to use the report as a tool for further planning and communication to the public to mobilize additional support for and participation in activities related to implementation of the Convention COP 10 Decision X/10. 11.Encourages Parties to continue to involve all relevant stakeholders, including indigenous and local communities, in the process of national reporting, and to use the report as a tool for further planning and communication to the public to mobilize additional support for and participation in activities related to implementation of the Convention; http://www.cbd.int/decision/cop/?id=12276. ; 
- considering that the decision X/10 of the Conference of the Parties Encourages Parties to increase synergies in national reporting under biodiversity-related conventions to ensure that national reports comprehensively reflect the national situation and status of implementation COP 10 Decision X/10. 12. Encourages Parties to increase synergies in national reporting under biodiversity-related conventions to ensure that national reports comprehensively reflect the national situation and status of implementation, and to avoid unnecessary reporting burdens; http://www.cbd.int/decision/cop/?id=12276. . In this context, we specifically would like to inform you that on March 28, 2013, the Aarhus Convention Compliance Committee for the forth time came to a conclusion that the Republic of Kazakhstan does not obey provisions of the Convention on Access to Information, Public Participation in Decision-making and access to justice in Environmental Matters;
- taking into account that the Republic of Kazakhstan ratified the Convention on Biological Diversity in 1994, but admits a presence of legal, institutional, and socio-economic obstacles inhibiting implementation of the convention Landscape…   pp.130-131/;  
- taking into account continuing destruction of vital ecological systems, loss of biodiversity, and threatening scale of desertification in the Republic of Kazakhstan 70 percent of the territory of Kazakhstan are prone to desertification – Land Resources Agency. http://www.zakon.kz/199737-k-opustynivaniju-podverzheny-70.html., caused by “fragmented decision making and limited communication between different ministries or sectors”;
- the public of Kazakhstan, concerned by deterioration of the ecological situation, appeals to the Secretariat of the Convention to draw attention of the Parties of the Convention to the actions of the state authorities who violate the requirements of the Convention. 

With a deep regret we must state that the local power authorities of the city of Almaty are planning to practically cut down the territory of one of the oldest and largest national parks of the country. Large area of the Ile-Alatau National Park located to the south of the city of Almaty is about to be turned into a mountain ski resort http://www.almatytourism.kz/downloads/PredOVOS/Resume_TEO.pdf.. The construction is set to take place in one of the centers of endemism Forth national report of the Republic of Kazakhstan on biological diversity. 2009, p.3. http://www.cbd.int/doc/world/kz/kz-nr-04-en.pdf of the Republic of Kazakhstan. 
The areas chosen for the construction located in Kok-Jailau hollow near the Big Almaty Lake in the Butakovskoye Canyon are the center of the national park and a homeland of many rare animals and plants species. 
This territory is a habitat for animals listed in the Red Book of Kazakhstan  (http://ru.government.kz/docs/p061034~2.htm) – Turkistan Lynx  (Lynx lynx isabellinus), beech-marten (Martes foina Erxleben), snow leopard (Panthera uncia), which is also listed in the Red List of threatened species of the International Union for Conservation of Nature  ( "http://www.iucnredlist.org/details/22732/0"http://www.iucnredlist.org/details/22732/0). Among the birds inhabiting this area, there are rare and disappearing species listed in the Red Book of Kazakhstan: ibisbill (Ibidorhyncha struthersii), bearded vulture (Gypaetus barbatus), barbary falcon (Falco pelegrinoides), blue whistling thrush (Myophonus coeruleus), golden eagle (Aquila chrysaetus), and others. Golden eagle is also listed in the Red List of Threatened Species of the International Union for Conservation of Nature (http://www.iucnredlist.org/details/106003537/0).
A special threat is presented by further development of the Big Almaty Lake region. This is a key ornithological territory and essential habitat of endemic Tien Shan birds, including – white browed tit-warbler (Leptopoecile sophiae), blue whistling thrush (Myophonus coeruleus), Brandt’s Mountain Finch (Leucosticte brandti). One of the most valuable ornithological clusters may disappear as a result of the construction development. 
Authors of the preliminary Environmental Assessment of the resort feasibility study admit that the development will cause significant damage to the biodiversity of the territory. But in spite of this, as a part of the project, it is planned to cut 27.4 hectares of Tien Shan fir trees which are relic and endemic of the Tien Shan. 
Kok-Jailau hollow is a homeland to hybrid populations of tulips of Ostrovsky (Tulipa ostrowskiana) and Zinaida (Tulipa zenaidae) and crocuses (Crocus alatavicus), and also wild apple tree of Sivers (Malus sieversii - http://www.iucnredlist.org/details/32363/0) – all are listed in the Red Book of Kazakhstan. 
The resort is planned to be built on the border with Kyrgyz Republic, close to the Biosphere territory “Issyk-Kul”. This territory is included in the Worldwide Network of Biosphere reserves of UNESCO. Biological diversity of this territory may be subjected to a negative impact as well. As a result of construction development and increasing of the impact from tourist inflow, animals’ habitats will be destroyed and the animals will be pushed over the territory of Kyrgyz Republic. 
It is necessary to note that already back in 2002, the Ile-Alatau National Park was included into a tentative list of sites planned for nomination into the UNESCO World Heritage List (Tentative Lists, http://whc.unesco.org/en/tentativelists/1681/). 
All the actions of the state authorities described above are contradictory to:
- the Strategy of preservation of development of biodiversity adopted by the Republic of Kazakhstan;
- conclusions of the Forth national report of the Republic of Kazakhstan about biological diversity; 
- strategic plans on conservation of biological diversity for 2011-2020 STRATEGIC PLAN FOR BIODIVERSITY 2011-2020 AND THE AICHI BIODIVERSITY TARGETS. «Living in harmony with nature»; http://www.cbd.int/decision/cop/?id=12268..
Such plans reduce Kazakhstan’s input into solution of on the global objectives facing the humanity, pushing it far back from the front line. 
They lead to destruction of ecological systems which provide life-essential ecological services for millions of residents of the country Ibid. Target 14:By 2020, ecosystems that provide essential services, including services related to water, and contribute to health, livelihoods and well-being, are restored and safeguarded, taking into account the needs of women, indigenous and local communities, and the poor and vulnerable; http://www.cbd.int/decision/cop/?id=12268. . 

The public of Kazakhstan earnestly requests you to draw attention of the government of Kazakhstan over the activity of the authorized ministries and departments, which goes against the requirements of the Convention on Biological Diversity and leads to incompliance by the Republic of Kazakhstan with its obligations under the Convention. 

You may study the documents in detail http://www.greensalvation.org/en/index.php?page=KokJailau; 
http://www.greensalvation.org/en/index.php?mact=News,cntnt01,detail,0&cntnt01articleid=88&cntnt01detailtemplate=news02detail.tpl&cntnt01returnid=51.
 
Sincerely, 
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